Weybridge Mariners Newsletter March 2011
1st March--St. David’s Day already-I don’t believe it! 
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Soon be summer - let’s hope it’s going to be a good one with wall to wall sunshine—bring it on! Don’t forget our Fitting Out Supper on Saturday, start time is 6.30 for a 7.00 o’clock meal (sausage and mash) -see you there! Dress code is smart casual with blazers and club ties for the guys, if possible. I won’t be in glad-rags, though--I’ll be in the galley doing an impression of a headless chicken…panic, panic!! “Master Chef?” I so don’t think so! I’m starting to count sausages in my sleep instead of sheep!
Past Events
Friday 4th February Chinese Night:
40 members and friends came along to enjoy Del Boy and Barbara’s Chinese buffet. Plenty of good food and a very convivial atmosphere. This was a pleasantly relaxing Friday evening, netting a profit of £80 for club funds. Hope it becomes a regular fixture for the club calendar.
Saturday 12th February Valentine’s Night: 
54 of us turned out to enjoy this romantically themed evening. The club was beautifully awash with red, white and pink flowers, hearts and cherubs. With an outside caterer preparing and serving the food, the ladies were all “glammed up”--great for us not to be tied to the galley for the evening in our tabards and aprons! The food was very professionally served; the prawn cocktail starter was excellent, served with heart-shaped brown bread and butter but some criticism re the main course and dessert. Nevertheless, in true Mariners’ style, everyone enjoyed themselves.
Thanks to Sally who organised the raffle-an impressive and unusual array of prizes selected especially for the ladies—handbags, jewellery, watches, chocs, smellies etc-an excellent choice and a profit of £110 was made. Also, every lady received a box of After Eight mints, as a small gift from the Committee. Thanks to Heather and Del Boy for organising the evening; so much effort goes into arranging these events that sometimes it is impossible to relax and enjoy yourself,  but it was well worth all that worry and we even made a small profit.

Sunday Lunches:  
4 Sunday lunches have swelled the club coffers by over £200 since January, plus a further £40 raised by a lunch-time bottle raffle, as well as the extra bar takings. Many thanks to all who did the cooking and to those of you who supported these events. With the Fitting Out Supper due later this week, there will be no more Sunday lunches until after the boating season. Shame, these are a good money-spinner for the club but with many members keen to get on with preparing their boats for the forthcoming season, we anticipate that there would be a falling off of support. Maybe next year there will be more volunteers to do the cooking and we can extend these lunches to include some March weekends. 
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Forthcoming Events

Friday 18th March Games Night @ the Clubhouse.  
Please come along and enjoy yourselves:-pool, table tennis, darts etc. You don’t have to be a Dennis Taylor       [image: image2.wmf]    or an Andy Fordham to take part--all standards welcome and there will be other games going on if you are feeling less energetic. Food will be available.
The Friday Night Games function at our clubhouse should get you in the mood for the following evening…..

Saturday 19th March Skittles Night at Byfleet Boat Club:  
We have been invited to their Grand Inter Club Challenge Skittles Match which is held at their clubhouse 4 Old Parvis Road, West Byfleet, KT14 6LE, start time 7.30 for 8.00. No bar at Byfleet B. C. but fine to bring along your own drinks and “nibbles”. Come on, guys-we were narrowly beaten by Thames Scout Cruising Club last year and our honour is at stake here!! Even if you don’t take part in the competition, still come along and shout encouragement at your fellow members, I think we will need all the help we can get!
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Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th March: Working Weekend:  
I have a sneaky feeling that many of you will skip over this part of the newsletter. Maybe that isn’t fair but enthusiasm for “getting down and dirty” seems to be on the wane with some members. I know our clubhouse is comfortable and useable but there are still many jobs to be done to bring it up to scratch and we need your help to do it. However limited is your time, we can still find you a job to do, be it skilful or more basic. Even getting rid of some of the rubbish, taking it to the tip for us, cleaning, painting -it all helps. There is going to be a note posted up in the clubhouse, detailing the jobs needing to be done and we are asking that you add your name against a specific task. We will provide the materials (even some food!) and tools if you will provide the man/woman power!!

Saturday 9th April Casino Night:
Horse racing, roulette, cards etc. Come along and put your mis-spent youth to good use! A fun evening- please dress to kill if you feel like it, James Bond look-alikes welcome. Food available.
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And let’s not forget that we are a boating club…..
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Friday 22nd-Monday 25th April Easter Cruise to Windsor: 
More details next month but in the meantime make a note of the date and venue in your diary, get out those cleaning cloths etc, spruce up your boats and prepare to greet the new season! Also, with the Royal Wedding on   Friday 29th and the May Day Bank Holiday following so soon after, some of you may be able to make it an extended break and possibly carry on up river to Cookham, or further—just a thought. 
Friday 1st April: Skippers meeting for East Coast Cruise: 
If you are booked to go on the East Coast cruise 23rd June-17th July please note that there will be a skippers meeting in the clubhouse, start time 8pm. Please come along. If your name is not on the list, call Charles  if you are interested. 
Friday 13th May to Monday 16th May London Weekend Cruise:
 Charles reports that there are several boats booked for this cruise to Limehouse and that some members have said that they would like to stay longer than the one night. He is very willing to arrange this and asks that you call him  if you are interested in extending your stay.

Members
Margaret Bond: Unfortunately Margaret is now back in hospital (as at Monday 28th February) with further problems re her pacemaker malfunctioning. She is certainly not having a lot of luck because she is also in pain with polymyalgia rheumatica affecting her shoulders. Poor thing, I know how painful that can be. Thinking of you Margaret and looking forward to seeing you out and about again soon.

Wendy Hurrell:  Ex-commodore Wendy is making slow progress and she has been able to come to the clubhouse recently, although you can see she is still not fit. All the best Wendy, Spring is on the way and maybe some sunshine will speed you back to full health soon.

Vic Lundberg:  Vic has completed his course of radiotherapy and has a hospital appointment booked for next week when he will know if further treatment is required or not. Fingers crossed, Vic.
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Danny Rogers has asked me to thank everyone for their cards, calls and messages of sympathy re the sad loss of his son Andy. He says the words expressed really have helped him, as did knowing that so many members cared and were thinking of him. Tragically, Danny’s sister died at the weekend and he himself has been poorly over the last week or so. Oh dear, what can I say Danny? I’ll just repeat that all your friends at Weybridge Mariners are thinking of you and Eileen and please just ask us if there is anything we can do to help.
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Jim Kelly: Jim had another operation (his third) on his back 17th February (22 stitches!) He is now home but in a lot of pain. I had hoped to be able to say “Third Time Lucky” for him but it doesn’t seem so. We are all thinking of you and wishing you well--fingers crossed for you too, Jim.

Jim and Lesley Hamments: Welcome to new kids on the block Jim and Lesley. They live locally and were introduced to the club by Mike and Ann Fowler. Jim and Lesley have now purchased a 27ft. Shetland which they are renaming “GOWIE” and we look forward to their company on our up and down river cruises. Jim is already proving a very useful DIY addition to our numbers, thanks Jim. 
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We are always pleased to have new members to our “Simply the Best” club so if you have any friends or neighbours that express an interest-please bring them along to the clubhouse to meet us. 
General
Don’t forget that the club is available if any member would like to hire it for a private function. Rates and bar prices are very reasonable and where could you get a better outlook than from our balcony! Jackie Budd is our “events co-ordinator”. She arranges dates, times, prices, bar personnel etc so give her a call  if you or 

someone in your family has a birthday, anniversary, retirement, meeting etc looming and would like to celebrate in style.

Glen and Brian have asked me to remind you that the Art Group would love you to come along and join them. The sessions are on a Wednesday afternoon 2.30 to 4.30 and the 
charge is a nominal £2 per person per session. New members are always welcome, the more the merrier. 

From the Committee
Advance notice Frank is retiring from the committee at the end of this club year so therefore from December we will be looking for a new Bar Chairman to take over his duties. If you are interested please speak to “Lord Sugar” Frank and he will be pleased to have you as an “apprentice” to learn the ropes. With keg beer now available over the bar 
and delivered to the clubhouse by the supplier, there is not the need for the frequent treks to Cash and Carry which made this such a time consuming job when the club first re-opened. 
A gentle reminder that your subscriptions are due 1st April. Sheila (Membership Secretary) will be sending out the dreaded letters any time now. It makes her job so much easier if payment is made promptly.  Many thanks, everyone.

If you were at the AGM in November, I’m sure you will remember the discussion re the possibility of installing moorings outside the club. This has now progressed further and outline agreement has been reached with the Environment Agency. We anticipate that this will be a self-funding project and will benefit the club financially. Indications are that the mooring fees will be substantially less than current Marina rates so, if you are interested, 
Page 5

please drop an e-mail to Hon. Sec. Lesley
Classified Section
2 x 12 inch tube heaters: £10 each. Contact Lesley 
1 x 24 inch tube heater:  £15.           Contact Lesley 
1 rectangular mirror, rounded top 42”long x 17”wide, dark wood frame:£10 to RNLI –contact Frank

1 octagonal mirror 32” deep by 22” wide, oak wood frame        : £10  to RNLI--contact Frank
NEW: “Alfred Sargent” gent’s shoes size ten and a half. Brown casual.  Retail price £150-yours for only £50-contact Frank 
Does anyone have an anchor and chair appropriate for a 27ft Shetland? If so, please contact Jim Hamments 
We had amazing success with last months “classified” section. Lesley’ Beard’s 2 items were snapped up within 24 hours and a treadmill was delivered to me within 48! I’d like to say I use it every day--well, I do really but only to hang my coat and hat on! Still, maybe tomorrow……. 
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Just in case you weren’t aware, our newsletter is also sent out to other Thames boat clubs and I kindly received a phone call from Linda Varney of Small Boat Club, also offering me a treadmill, so if anyone else out there is looking for one, please let me know and I’ll pass your details on to her. Cheers.
Just wanted to share a couple of chuckles with you, under the heading of “Children’s Blackboard Bloomers!”
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“Land surrounded by the sea is called an island. Land not surrounded by the sea is called incontinent” 

“Norwegians come from Norway, people from Denmark are Danish and people from Lapland are Lap Dancers.”
 “One of the most important forces in nature is the force that pulls things to the ground. This is called gravy!”

Ah Bless!!!                                                                                                                    
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I intended to do only a short newsletter this month but I seem to have rambled on for ever-sorry folks!  All the best, good luck with getting your boats ready for the 2011 season and hope to see you all soon.
Jenny
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A Message from Commodore Bob:
Annette and I have been steering the club now for four months and we hope that you have had fun. Time has flown past, so much has happened and we hope that the programme has given something for everyone to enjoy.
See you at the Fitting Out Supper on Saturday and on the first club cruise at Easter to Windsor.

Happy Boating!

Bob
