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Well, that was a bit of a wash-out of a Summer, wasn’t it! So much for the promised heat wave and wall-to-wall sunshine, just a boring old normal British season of mixed (and occasionally very gloomy) weather; the shops are already starting to fill up with Christmas decorations. What a good job we Mariners had our boating and social functions to cheer us up and maybe that Indian Summer will arrive now the kids have gone back to school!

Past Events

Sunday 24th July onwards…….. Up River Cruise:

This was really a cross-over of various members’ holidays but during the latter part of July several of our members were “on the move” up river and met-up to enjoy time together. 

Friday 12th August-Sunday 14th August: London Weekend Cruise:

The venue for this down-river trip was the new mooring at Imperial Wharf, a first for 

our club. 7 boats  made the trip:  Mustard, Weather or Knot, Elsidore, Lady Radmac, Third Dragoon, Kalipso and Wisecrack. Rather mixed reports on this venue. I believe the overnight charge was £3 per metre, not including electricity which was available as an extra.  Apparently they were all thrown about during the night (3am!) when a police launch hurtled past the mooring very close to our boats, waking most people and causing the wash to continue for at least an hour after it had gone past. 

Altho’ our members enjoyed themselves over the weekend, I understand that no return visit to the Wharf is planned!

Friday 26th August-Monday 29th August: Bank Holiday weekend at Boveney:
12 boats turned out to enjoy this extended weekend break, 1 boat from Richmond (Capricia) and 11 Mariners: Kitty B, Souls ‘n Eels, Weather or Knot, Enterprise V, Glendhu, Blondee, Wisecrack, Third Dragoon, Cass, Nippa and China Rose. The weather was not the best (when is it ever on a bank holiday?) but I understand that they enjoyed themselves playing Boules, Trivial Pursuit and Pass the Parcel, with a bit of rope throwing skills also being practised. 

The wind does tend to blow across from the Windsor Race Course and our gazebo was originally erected in a rather vulnerable position. At one stage on Saturday the wind started to lift it clear of the ground and everyone scattered to safety—except for Eileen Rogers who remained left behind, unfazed, seated in her chair, clutching her glass of whiskey, while everyone else disappeared rapidly. (“Was it something I said?”) The guys then moved the gazebo to a more sheltered area and Eileen was repositioned inside it (still with her glass of whiskey!) 
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Unfortunately however, Eileen had a fall while on “Glendhu” on Sunday, cutting her eye and bruising her shoulder. Because she is on Warfarin, it took some time for the bleeding to stop, so Ken (a long-term friend of Commodore Bob who was staying on Kitty B for the weekend) crewed Danny home. Luckily the bleeding did eventually stop but Eileen needed a check-up at the Weybridge “Walk-In” Centre when she arrived home. She has a badly bruised area under her eye, a grazed shoulder and some cuts on her legs which keep weeping so she is still being monitored by the nurse. She says that she has aches and pains in places she didn’t know she had places-- but she still keeps cheerful--what a remarkable woman.
26th August-29th August Bank Holiday Weekend: ATYC 

This year the ATYC rally was held at West India Dock and several of our boats attended: Alouette, Elsidore and Kalipso (Rob and Elaine Fry). Also there with the Thames Scout Cruising Club were several other of our members: Orlando, Lady Redmac and Gorjess, 

It was a very well attended rally this year with over 90 boats present. There was a BBQ on the Saturday evening followed by a quiz, prepared by Penton Hook, followed by dance music. The actual competitions took place on the Sunday, with a win by Swan Radcot, 2nd were Bray Cruising Club with TMYC in 3rd place.

However, the return trip back up on the Monday was not as straightforward as the run down. There was a lot of activity on the river on that Bank Holiday Monday and all boats had been requested by the authorities to proceed in single file as far as Westminster Bridge. There was considerable congestion at Teddington lock, even though both locks were in operation. More delays at Molesey, where there were over 30 boats queuing at one stage. Russell from “Lady Redmac” said that he left West India Dock at 10 o’clock but didn’t arrive home to his mooring at Shepperton until 5.45pm. Pheww….that was a mammoth day and some members had even further to go!
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Sunday 4th September: Dunkirk Veterans Visit:
Once again this event was a total success and well worth the hard work that it took to bring it all together. The only failing on the day was the weather, with very heavy rain deluging the boats on the journey up to the club. It didn’t dampen anyone’s spirits, though and they all tucked into the food and enjoyed the entertainment provided for them. Many thanks to Brian “Commander” Ridge who took over the organising in the galley at the last minute. Brian is not even a club member any more 
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but he willingly took the helm in the kitchen and everything ran smoothly; approx 130 meals were served! 

As well as the vets. themselves, there was a Mayor and a deputy Mayor,  several high-ranking naval officers, 10 Chelsea Pensioners and even a Naval Commodore who came back early from his holiday in Devon to be in attendance. There were 2 pipers, a 1940’s re-enactment group and approx 20 young naval Ratings from HMS Collingwood, Portsmouth. These Ratings ably assisted the veterans, helped them off and on the boats and escorted them up into the clubhouse; later the youngsters also enjoyed their share of the cottage pies and puds. and were heard to express the hope that they get asked back again next year!

Many thanks to everyone who helped out, in whatever capacity. There were so many members involved that it is impossible to mention everyone individually but thank you one and all.

Forthcoming Events

Saturday 17th September: RNLI Rally at Kingston

Please give Jim Kelly a call to book your place; Jim needs to let the organisers know ASAP to ensure that WMC are allocated sufficient mooring spaces.
Saturday 24th: Commodores Sail Past

Sunday 25th September: Commodore’s Breakfast
Rear Commodore Jim has put together an itinerary for the Sail Past-see attached.

Don’t forget to book your places for the Saturday BBQ (£7.50 per person) and Sunday Breakfast (£5) with Bob-or add your name to the lists on the board in the clubhouse.  
Saturday 1st October: Ladies Night
This is always a very popular function for us ladies-it is really nice to spend an evening being spoilt and waited on and who needs Jamie or Gordon when we have our very own “Chefs in Waiting”—Bob, Brian and Frank to cook for us!
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Book your place now for a delicious 3 course meal, price £12, start time 7.00 for 7.30. There is a list up in the clubhouse, or phone Frank on:. This is certain to be a good evening-for us girls, anyway!

Page 4

Saturday and Sunday 15th-16th October: Working Weekend  
What can I say that hasn’t been said before? There are still many tasks needing to be done in the clubhouse, as well as the general on-going maintenance of the building. Please flag this date up on your calendar and come along to do your bit. I saw an item the other day, written by an American author some years ago and I thought it seemed very apt. The gist of it is:-

Hard work spotlights the character of people.

Some roll up their sleeves

Some roll up their eyes

And some don’t roll up at all!
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Hope to see you there!

Friday 21st October: Boat Quiz Night.

Hope you can come along to this Boat Quiz Night (with a difference!) Join us for a pasty and a pint (or two) and enjoy the evening-more details in the next newsletter.

Members
Derek Dale
Del is making good progress although he is due for another test soon and may have to have an extra session of chemo. His consultant is satisfied that everything is going on fine, mainly “belt and braces” follow-ups to cover any possible future problems. Well done that man!

Russell Doig
No news yet on Russell’s brain and eye scan and now he has had another scan-this time it is his knee that is playing up! 

Sheila Aston
Sheila is making excellent progress and walking quite well. She has been “convalescing” in Newhaven, painting and decorating her new house which she is preparing ready for her move. Hope you continue to improve, Sheila and that you will be happy in your new home when you make the final move- we will miss you. 
Joyce Lundberg
Joyce is also doing well although her foot still does give her problems. She is delighted to have put on half a stone and it looks as though her thyroid imbalance is responding to medication. Good news.

Doesn’t it make a change to have better reports of our members.  Please let me know if I have unintentionally missed out anyone who has not been well recently, it is easily done and it is lovely to know that other members are thinking of you and wishing you well.  

General
A big thank you to Jim Hamment (henceforth to be known as “Jim’ll Fix It) for providing the suggestion box, now clearly labelled and in place in the storage unit on   the right-hand side of the lobby as you come into the club. All (reasonable!) 

suggestions will be considered by the committee at the nearest following committee meeting.

Jim and Lesley have also worked hard tidying up the patio and river frontage- such an improvement, especially as you approach from the river. I’m sure our Dunkirk visitors appreciated it.

Chandlery:  Don’t forget that Ann Fowler is your point of contact for any WMC related chandlery. As well as club burgees we also are able to order sweatshirts, cap badges, club badges, tee-shirts etc etc. Call Ann on and she can give you the full details. Sometimes we need to order a specific quantity to get the best deal and discount on prices so contact her asap so that she can make enquiries at the supplier. 

A note from Maggie:

“I didn't know till recently that the Surrey Fire Brigade will come to your home to look at potential fire risks.  The service is free and they will also provide and install (sticky tape) smoke alarms and replacement batteries when needed, how's that!!

If you'd like to make sure your home is safe, or find out what needs to be done to make it safer, either call 0800 085 0767 or complete the online request form at www.surrey-fire.gov.uk/besmartbesafe.
I phoned in the morning and they called round the next evening. They were in uniform, with the big red wagon outside as they were operational when they came round so could get called away or have to cancel. 4 real hunks…good job Billy was there to hold me back!    Maggie “


Thanks for that, Maggie. 
From the Committee
The bar is now selling draft Strongbow cider.

I said last month about an RYA First Aid Day Course. This will  be held at “AJAX”, the Sea Scouts headquarters off the Portsmouth Road, Thames Ditton, not at our clubhouse, but will not be held until next year, 2012. The cost will be £35 per person. More details when the final date etc is decided.

Please don’t forget to think about whether you would like to join the committee next year, in whatever role. We urgently need members to come forward, prepared to do their bit to help the club to run smoothly and efficiently. 

Classified-For Sale/ Wanted
Danny Rogers has the following items available:

2 shore power cables, Also a folding bike (in need of some TLC). Give him a call on   if you are interested.
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6 pages?!! I don’t believe it! I had also intended to include a few quiz-type brain-teasers but I’ll keep them until next month now.

All the best, Weybridge Mariners, 

Kind Regards

Jenny

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Commodore’s Letter September 2011

This summer the club boats have been to Lechlade, up the East Coast, Imperial Wharf, Limehouse and the ATYC Rally in West India Dock.

We also went to the Small Boat Club BBQ where this year the theme was  “Grease”-the movie. (Some members had trouble getting into their costumes!) A really grand night.

The Bank Holiday weekend at Boveney Lock was well attended (lucky we took a large gazebo-thanks Derek)

Thank you all club members for your help with the Dunkirk Vets.

I hope to see you at the Club Sail Past on 24th September with a BBQ and dance afterwards and there will be a cooked breakfast the following morning for those who wish to partake. My wife and I will be doing the cooking.

Many thanks

Your Commodore

Bob

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thank you, Bob and on behalf of all WMC members and friends, we wish you and Annette all the very best for the future-hope the sun shines on Saturday and you both enjoy the day and the celebrations.
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