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Happy October, Mariners.

 Did I say “Indian Summer” in last month’s Newsletter? Maybe it didn’t last very long but at least we had a mini heat wave for a while—just when I went off to Majorca for some late season sunshine! Oh well…can’t win ‘em all! Have you seen the forecast for the next month or so?- -Don’t even go there! Hang on to your hats folks and think positive—[image: image2.wmf] Even if the boating season is behind us for now, at least there is a warm and welcoming clubhouse for you to visit on a Friday evening. I was there last Friday and we had a really good time. We played table tennis and bar billiards (I wasn’t very good but I found it addictive!)  with a riveting game of Jenga between Brian Townsend and Mike Fowler finishing off the evening in hilarious style. I don’t know how those guys managed to keep a steady hand while the rest of us heckled and tried to distract them. The tower of wooden blocks went up and up and wobbled too and fro and still they kept their nerve! Brian eventually won –congratulations to him: it was a fun evening.
Past Events
Saturday 10th September: Annette and Bobs’ Wedding:
Although this was not an official club function, there were enough of us there to warrant a report on the event, and a very enjoyable day it was. For once the weather didn’t “rain on our parade”. The sky was threatening while the bride and groom were in the Registry Office (3.45pm) but how lucky were they-no rain to spoil the photographs and the sun even made an appearance, albeit briefly.

After what I understand was a very good meal at “Harrison’s” in Shepperton (I still call it The Ship Hotel) the happy couple, their relatives and close friends moved on to make merry with the rest of us in the clubhouse. An excellent buffet, good disco and lots of celebratory booze was just the right mix for a great evening. Thank you, Annette and Bob-all the very best for a long and happy future together.
Saturday 17th-18th September: RNLI Rally:

6 WMC boats attended this rally at Kingston and the general consensus of opinion seems to be that it was a bit of a disappointment with only a few stalls and not a lot going on-shame. Still, our members enjoyed themselves, I’m sure!

Saturday 24th September: Commodore’s Sail Past & BBQ:
Sunday 25th September: Commodore’s Breakfast:

17 boats took part in this year’s Sail Past. In no particular order they were: Lee Marie, Enterprise V (with Arthur Bond & Jim & Gillie Hillier on board), Paradise, Cass, 
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Glendhu (with Sheila), Georgia, Lady Redmac, China Rose (with Jean & Roger), Third Dragoon, Weather or Knot, Gowie, Blondee (with Frank), Kalipso, Elsidore, Gorjess, Wisecrack and Orlando. 
Thanks to Angie Heywood for kindly taking the photos of the boats as they paraded past the clubhouse and to Jim Pothecary for raising and lowering the ensign.

Approx 45 people went on to enjoy the BBQ and evening disco and 15 members partook of an excellent breakfast the following morning. During the Saturday evening, the Aubretia cup was presented by Commodore Bob to Jim Hamments. This cup is awarded by the Commodore to the club member whom he thinks has given the most time and effort for the benefit of the Club and its members during the year. A good choice, Bob. Jim has certainly been a willing and skilful helper this year, doing a lot of jobs in the galley and around the club generally. Now you see why he is known as “Jim’ll Fix It”! 
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Saturday 1st October: Ladies Night:

I was really disappointed to miss this event, I always enjoy it and I understand that it was a great evening this year. The food (prepared and cooked by Frank, Brian and Bob) was very much enjoyed (a fresh fish platter, three-bird roast, followed by a yummy dessert), the “waiters-on” did a good job and the music (thanks Russell) was just right. 28 ladies were there and approx 12 helpers and we made just over £200 profit on the food. A fantastic evening all round.  I’ll make sure I’m there next year!

Forthcoming Events

Saturday 15th & Sunday 16th October: Working Weekend: (THIS WEEKEND)
I think I covered this enough last month…still it never hurts to remind again so please try and come along some time during the working weekend and do your bit towards making and keeping your clubhouse up to the mark. I have been asked to say that there are plenty of paint brushes handy and there is quite a bit of outside painting to be done-so fingers crossed for good weather. Food will be provided for the Saturday lunchtime
Friday 21st October: Boat Quiz Evening:  
Up-River Rear Commodore Jim Kelly is preparing a special boat quiz for us! This is an individual quiz, no team entries and he promises it is not difficult. Hmm…….I’ve heard that before! Bring along your own nibbles and look forward to a fun evening.
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Saturday 29th October: Laying Up Supper:  

Del Boy and Barbara are organising and catering this event which starts at 7.00 for 7.300and we are being joined again this year by Chertsey Cruising Club. The menu is pate, chicken casserole (with vegetables) and new potatoes, followed by cheesecake and cream and finally cheese and biscuits. Sounds good to me-it will be great to be the other side of the galley this time! Price is £12.50 per person and Paul Knight will be running the disco.
There is a list up in the clubhouse or phone Derek to book your place.  
Saturday 5th November: Guy Fawkes Night:

Sorry folks but we have had to CANCEL this event, too many concerns over safety issues and restrictions re the venue but we have substituted a FISH and CHIPS Supper instead on the Friday evening- 4th November. Home prepared food, (not from the fish and chip shop) and the cost will be £5 per person for fish and chips, peas/mushy peas, bread and butter. Sorry that there will not be any fireworks, guys, but Derek and Barbara always put on a good scoff so this should be an excellent evening. There is a list up in the clubhouse or phone Del direct.
Friday 18th-Sunday 20th November: Dinner & Dance Weekend Away 
There are 71 members and friends booked for this weekend and only 2 single rooms left available. If anyone would like to go down to the hotel a day early, Frank has negotiated the excellent price of £90 per couple for bed and breakfast (not dinner) for the Thursday,  17th November;  book direct with the hotel if you are interested in this extra night:- Brookfield Hotel 01243 373363 (post code PO10 7LF) 

Just for info: dinner on the Friday evening is served from 7 until 9; breakfast on the Saturday is 7.15a.m. until 9.30a.m. and assemble for the 6 course Gala dinner on the Saturday at 5.45p.m. (photos etc) with sit down prompt at 6.45. If you are a vegetarian, vegan etc or require a “special” diet please phone Heather ASAP. Many thanks. Breakfast on the Sunday will be served from 8a.m until 10 am and Sunday lunch can be booked at the hotel for £17.95 per person. 
Members

O.K., let’s start off with the good news….

Derek Dale:  Del Boy is progressing well; his doctors are pleased with him and he assures me that he is feeling fine most of the time, although he had a glitch last week with his blood count so his chemo session has been deferred until this week. He may also have to have some radiotherapy, just to be on the safe side. Such a positive attitude, Del, so glad that you are doing well.
Frank Gaylard: Frank was very poorly early in September with a kidney infection and shingles. He has still not recovered properly and is in pain still from the shingles. Hope you are soon on the mend, Frank.
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Kenny Beard: Kenny has been in hospital to have an aneurysm removed from his aorta (the large artery running from the heart). He was suffering severe back pain and the aneurysm had ruptured, a very serious condition. Luckily he went to St Peter’s hospital fairly quickly and they transferred him to Frimley Park, where he had a spell in intensive care. He is expected to make a full recovery, but it will take some time. All the best, Kenny and take care—slowly does it.  
Russell: Russell is going into hospital later this week to have a “cleaning out” procedure on his knee. All the best, Rus.

Lesley Hamments: Lesley has now got a date for her hip replacement, 27th of this month. She has been in pain and has had very restrictive movement for a long time now so I know she will be pleased to get it over with. Hope all goes well for you, Lesley and look forward to having a favourable update for the November newsletter. 

Although she is no longer a member, I know most of you know Sian McCoy. Sian has been seriously ill in Frimley Park hospital with pneumonia and an enlarged heart. She was in Intensive Care for over a week and is now home but with strict instructions not to do anything. She is still feeling very tired all of the time and it seems that it is her heart that is causing the problem and she is due to have an angiogram this week. I’m sure we all wish her well.
On a brighter note, it was great to see a photo of young Rachael Adams in the local paper. She was one of the silver medallist team for Sunbury and Walton Sea Cadets who took part in the National Regatta, held at Royal Victoria Docks in September. Over 400 young cadets competed, so this was a fantastic achievement. Well done to her!

General

Just a reminder that our Arts Group has now expanded to become “Arts and Crafts” and the sessions are held in the club house on Wednesdays from 11am to 1pm. See poster enclosed for more details. 

Get knotted!! Maggie has sent me details of a website some of you may be interested in, relating to different kinds of knots, their uses and origins. It is called www.animatedknots.com  
Frank (with his cast of thousands) is putting on another entertaining GAYLARD PRODUCTION at the Christmas party this year (Saturday 17th December) and he needs to borrow some props, namely: 2 guitars (any condition-they will not actually  be played), ditto a keyboard, clarinet (or similar), 2 side drums and a tea chest for a double bass. Can you help? If so, please contact Frank Cheers.
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Yvonne and Paul Slattery have kindly given me a list of popular moorings along the Thames and their adjacent landmarks with relative post codes. If you ever need to contact any of the emergency services they always ask for the post code of where you 

are calling from so that you can be quickly located. Suggest you print off this list and keep it somewhere safe and to hand on your boat, just in case. Useful also for tom-toms or GPS’s. Thanks Yvonne and Paul.
From the Committee

Just an advance warning: The club will not be open Friday 18th November because this is the weekend of our Dinner and Dance and most of us will be away.
By now you should all have received your calling notice for the AGM, which will be held on Sunday 27th November at 11.00am. If not, please call Hon. Sec Lesley. This is just a reminder that any nominations forms need to be returned to Lesley at the Clubhouse by 31st October.

We had a Committee meeting today and dealt with the suggestions received via the suggestion box in the foyer of the club-all very good, constructive ideas, thank you.

One suggestion was a professional clean of the cooker in the galley at least once per year, which the committee have adopted. 
Also it was suggested that, after a function, one lady from each table be asked to take home and wash and iron the tablecloth on that table. To me that seems an excellent idea, it saves just one person having to lug all of the tablecloths home and facing the mammoth task of washing and ironing them all, or saves the club paying out for staggeringly large laundry bills. What do you think, ladies? Would you be prepared to take home just one tablecloth every so often? I hope so.
Classified

For Sale:

1 DeLonghi Convector heater 2000watts                                            £15

1 B & Q De Humidifier 1.8c water tank, extraction 30-80%                £25

1 boat cushion, burnt orange fabric                        72 x 18 x 3          £10

1 boat cushion light tan (vinyl/leather)                    33 x 18 x 4           £5

2 Plastimo Storm Buoyancy jackets, large                                           £5 each

2 Calor Gas cylinders (blue) 4.5                                                           £10 each

1 folding bicycle                                                                                     £50

If you are interested in any of the above items, call Jessie English, offers considered.
Only 5 pages this time-I must be losing my grip! 
All the best, Mariners-look forward to seeing many of you over the next few weeks.

Jenny
