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Hi Mariners
I am writing this newsletter on the 15th November and will start off with a reminder that there are 39 days left to Christmas and only 11 left to our club AGM!. 
As we are still short on some executive and flag officer positions, nominations from the floor will be accepted at the meeting. Please consider if you are prepared to step in and do your bit to ensure that our club retains its’ position as one of the top clubs on the Thames. As Maggie’s often says: “Simply the Best”. We need everyone to be prepared to input something to the running of the club this year and now is the time to think seriously about anything you wish to put forward at the Open Forum which follows the official meeting.
Past Events
Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th October: Working Weekend

A very poor turnout for this working weekend: - 15 members on the Saturday, only 2 stalwarts on the Sunday! Sometimes I wonder if I am wasting my time trying to raise enthusiasm and prick consciences by reminding members about these up and coming working days! Having said that, I do know that some members were away or poorly. Thank you anyway to those guys and gals who did take the trouble to come along. We achieved quite a bit of general maintenance including painting the surface of the balcony and most of the iron work, river end. We did some sorting out and labelling in the galley and “deep cleaning” in the bar, cleaned windows etc. 
Friday 21st October: Boat Quiz Evening:
Well Jim promised us a boat quiz with a difference and he certainly delivered! Because the boat handling competitions were cancelled earlier on this year, he decided to hold a “Theory Only” version of the Mariners, Maglenda and Glendhu (Ladies Only) competitions.

About 28 of us turned up to take part and this was an individual quiz, no teams. At the end of the evening, Chris Knight was awarded the Mariners Trophy, Vic Lundberg received the Maglenda and yours truly won the Glendhu, although by only a very narrow margin. Yippee!  Luckily Jim didn’t penalise me for not being able to spell “stanchion”; he said he knew what I meant! I was even in the “quiz off” for the Maglenda and only lost out to Vic by one question because I didn’t know that one long blast on a boat’s horn means “I am Under Way”, I thought it was “I am Turning to Starboard”, but apparently 
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that is one short blast, not a long one. My skipper has obviously not been educating his crew-thing well enough!
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Saturday 29th October: Laying Up Supper:

Del Boy and Barbara catered magnificently for 89 people at this event, 62 Mariners and guests and 27 members of Chertsey Cruising Club. I can only say “Fantastic Job” to the pair of them. In the galley, Barbara was unflappable, well organised and totally in control. At the end of the evening, the galley looked even tidier than when she started!! (despite a blocked sink!) We had a tasty meal of pate, chicken casserole, cheesecake and cheese and biscuits. A fantastic profit on the evening of £770, including the proceeds from the raffle and a generous donation from our friends at Chertsey Cruising Club. 

Well done you two and thanks to the ladies who helped lay up the tables on the Friday evening, to those who helped with the dishing up and serving on the Saturday and who rolled up their sleeves and cleared away and washed up afterwards-as well as a big thank you to everyone behind the bar who kept us supplied with the very necessary alcoholic stimuli!
P.S. Did you remember to take home your tables’ tablecloth at the end of the evening?

Friday 4th November: Fish & Chip Supper
Not content with a successful Laying Up Supper, Barbara and Derek did a repeat performance the following Friday with an enjoyable fish and chip meal for 36, raising £117 to swell club funds. Unfortunately several members were unable to attend due to illness but the rest of us enjoyed the extra chips!
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Forthcoming Events
I’m sure there is no need to remind anyone that this coming weekend is our Dinner and Dance “away time”! However, I will just repeat that the club will be CLOSED on the Friday-18th November.
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Friday 25th November: Decorate the Clubhouse Evening:
Normal Friday evening club times but please bring along a couple of your own choice of  Christmas decorations (not lights –Del is providing those or a tree as we already have one) We can all therefore have some input into decorating the clubhouse and enjoy ourselves at the same time. The following day is the Christmas Bazaar, so we need to keep the galley clear but please feel free to bring along your own snacks or nibbles, but nothing that requires the use of the galley facilities please. Many thanks.  
Saturday 26th November: Christmas Market/ Bazaar:

A lot of hard work has gone into the preparations for this event and we are hoping for an excellent turn out from members and the public. The bazaar opens at 12 noon and we have at least 18 stalls, ranging from books, cards, flower arrangements, beauty treatments, aromatherapy, cakes, jewellery, pictures, tombola etc etc.  The bar will be open and refreshments will be available. Please help to make it a success by coming along, tell your friends and neighbours and publicise it as much as possible.

Ann Fowler is running a White Elephant stall so if you have any suitable items that she can sell, please call her to make arrangements direct with her.

Pretty please…..we also need you guys to help with carrying the stallholders’ stock from their cars, over to the trolleys on the far side of the lock—from 10.00am on the Saturday morning.
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 Please, please come along-many hands make light work and, even if Christmas shopping isn’t your “thing”, you can sustain yourself with the thought that the bar will be open!
Sunday 27th AGM @ 11.00am:

You should all have received your copy accounts etc by now. Any problems, please let Hon.Sec. Lesley know or phone her.

********Date Changed***************
The Mulled Wine & Carols Evening will now be held on FRIDAY 9th DECEMBER instead of Saturday 10th. 
Come along for a sociable evening with friends and fellow members, just a relaxing get together to put you “in the mood” for the Christmas season.
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Saturday 17th December: Christmas Party Night. 7.00 for 7.30
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This promises to be a well attended evening with entertainment from Gaylard Productions as the highlight of the party. The artistes have all been practising hard to make sure they are perfect for their performances on the night….hmm—watch this space! If you have never seen one of these famous shows before, you have a treat in store! 

This is a self-catering evening, no food provided by the club, so bring along your own nibbles but nothing that requires the use of the galley facilities, please---not even for just heating up your sausage rolls. Nominal £2.50 per person (there will be a disco). 
Followed the next day by…….
Sunday 18th December: Childrens’ Christmas Party 2pm to 5pm
Wendy Hurrell has kindly again undertaken to do the organising for the Children’s Party so phone or e-mail her to let her know the number and ages of your young guests.

As per arrangements from other years, there will be a children’s entertainer on hand to make the party go with a swing and please provide a gift for each kiddie that you are bringing along. The present should only be to the value of approx £5 and clearly labelled with their name. 
Members (Casualty Corner)
Oh dear, I’m not sure if I’ve got enough space left to cover all of this months’ poorly members ! What are you like, Mariners! 

Derek Dale is making good progress for the most part although the chemo has caused his blood count to fluctuate. He says he is “getting there” and has only one chemo session to go, then a CT scan to ensure everything is clear. His positive attitude has certainly been an inspiration-good on you, Del!
Russell Doig:
Russell is recovering nicely from his knee operation but is now nursing a sore mouth after having 5 teeth out. Ouch! Keep smiling, Rus!
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Kenny Beard:

Great to see Kenny back up the club recently and looking well. He is progressing by leaps and bounds after such a major illness. Way to go, Kenny!

Roger Francis:
Roger has been waiting for over a year to have an operation on his knee and, just when he was hoping to have it done, he was told that he needed a problem with his heart sorted first, so he is now due to go into St Peters later this year.

Lesley Hamments:

Lesley had her hip replacement operation last month and is being a model patient. She was in hospital for only 5 days—unbelievable! She was a bit concerned when she went for an x-ray, though, and the staff asked her “What knee is it?” Excuse me, but last time I looked it was my hip!!!! She is managing well, with Jim’s help of course. Hope you continue with your excellent progress, Lesley.   
Maureen Webb-Evans:

You may remember that Sandy’s wife Maureen was very ill last year. She has recently been into hospital again to have a very large hernia removed. This very painful hernia was the result of the twisted gut she suffered last year. Sadly, Sandy and Maureen are unable to make it to the Dinner and Dance.  Wishing you well, Maureen from all your friends at Weybridge Mariners.
Jim Pothecary:

Jim is due to go into St George’s later this month to have an irregular heartbeat corrected. He is always so cheerful-good luck, Jim.

Sheila Aston:

 Although Sheila’s hip is mending nicely, she now has a problem with her knee. Oh dear, just when we thought everything was going well.
Margaret Bond:

Margaret is back on steroid medication and finally seems to be making good progress. Fingers crossed that the doctors have now got you sorted, Margaret-hope to see you soon.

Terry Carthew:
Thanks to everyone who has expressed concern about Terry. The MRI scan confirmed a blood clot in the right atrium of his heart and he is now back on warfarin to thin his blood. This time the hospital are also closely monitoring his blood count to make sure that he doesn’t have a repeat performance of the bleeding and anaemia he suffered earlier this year.

Jim Kelly:
Jim is due to see the consultant about his foot on 7th December (he is to have it broken and re-set) but now his back is painful and causing concern again.
Did I miss anyone? Please let me know. 
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Classified
Nothing for sale or wanted this month.

General / From the Committee

There is a postal scam going round, directed very much towards Christmas postal deliveries, where a card is put through your door from a company called PDS (Parcel Delivery Service) suggesting they were unable to deliver a parcel and that you need to contact them on the phone number they give. This 0906 number is a premium rate number, originating from Belize and, if you call it and get a recorded message, you will find that you have been charged an extortionate amount. The Royal Mail Fraud department would like you to contact them if you receive such a notification thro your letterbox: their phone number is: 020 7239 6655. 
I have asked around and most people I have spoken to are in favour of the “Donations Instead of Christmas Cards” scheme that we have operated in the last few years. If you would like to participate again this year, I will be coming round at the AGM for the names  of those members who wish to take part and, if you want to make a donation there and then, I will be pleased to accept it.
If you are unable to attend the AGM but would like to join in the donation scheme, please let me know by e-mail or give me a call. Cheers.

 I know it may seem early to start collecting the donations but (as you will have seen from the decorations, mince pies etc that the stores have been selling since September) it is never too early to start. Avoid writer’s cramp, do your bit to save a few trees by leaving the packets of cards in the shops and also benefit the club by making a donation and sending your season’s greetings to fellow members via a combined message that I will send out in December. We have always had such excellent support for this scheme in the past, thank you, Mariners.   
Trivia
Did you know that there is a rose bush called “Simply the Best”?
That’s all for now, hope to see you soon

Kind Regards

Jenny

P.S. For those of you on postal deliveries, sorry if some of you received this newsletter written predominately in blue. My new black ink cartridge was faulty so, rather than wait for a replacement one to arrive, I decided to send out a rather rainbow edition. Sorry—normal service will be resumed next month.
