Weybridge Mariners Newsletter
July  2011
Phew….only just made the July deadline! We came home on the 21st and I’ve been doing my head-less chicken impression ever since.  We were away for 5 weeks and there is so much to catch up on, so here goes.

Past Events

22nd June: RNLI Quiz Night 

We played host to the Byfleet and Weybridge branch of the RNLI and what an excellent evening it was. More than 56 people came along, there were 11 teams, resulting in a profit of £306 for the RNLI, the best ever result for a quiz evening for this branch. Apart from some Mariners, most of the other supporters were local residents and everyone thoroughly enjoyed this well organised event, which we hope to repeat.
23rd June-17th July: East Coast Cruise
“Mustard”, “Nipper”, Weather or Knot”, “Wisecrack”, “Kafena” and “Nkwazi” took part in the full 3 week cruise, with “China Rose” accompanying them on the first stage only to Limehouse. Second stop for the Weybridge 6 was Queenborough, thereafter visiting Brightlingsea, (River Colne), Heybridge Basin (River Blackwater), Burnham Yacht Harbour (River Crouch), Tichmarsh Marina, Walton Backwater (Twizzle Creek) and Ipswich Haven Marina (River Orwell). Due to high winds it was not possible for them to go to Woodbridge as they had hoped but some of our Mariners went by bus. 

They stopped usually an average of 2 days at each location and the weather was generally pretty good, at least while they were cruising although they did have some sea  fog which luckily cleared reasonably quickly. 

Thereafter to Woolverston Marina, then Rochester and finally home Saturday 16th July. A fantastic holiday, good food and drink and (of course) good company. Thanks to Charles for all the organisation and for getting them all there and back safely!
16th July: Flukey Competition
It was a very close competition but sadly we were unable to repeat our winning success of last year. Chris Knight on “Alouette” and Jim Pothecary on “Myownie” did us proud, with Chris obtaining the highest marks overall. The competition was won by Middle Thames, with WMC second. 
23rd July: Mariners and Maglenda Competitions and Glendhu Ladies Cup

All of these competitions were cancelled, due to lack of support. What a shame.
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Evening 23rd July: BBQ
At least the BBQ went ahead although our disco guy had to cry off at the last minute; luckily Russell was there and stepped into the breach to provide the music. Approx 34 people   attended. Thank you, Mariners! I forgot to mention this BBQ in my last newsletter but many of you responded to my very late e-mail (sent out about midnight on the Thursday evening!)-appealing for you to come along. There were several narrow boats moored on the Weybridge towpath and we invited the crews to join us for an evening bevy, which helped to swell the bar takings  
Forthcoming Events

Friday 12th-Sunday 14th August: London Weekend Cruise.

Please call our down river Rear Commodore Charles Worby if you are interested in going. The final venue is still to be decided.

Friday 26th- Monday 29th August (Bank Holiday): Boveney Weekend

The moorings behind the lock at Boveney have been reserved for us for the Bank Holiday weekend so please let Commodore Bob know if you are coming along.  There will be a “supply and cook your own food” BBQ on the Saturday evening (built-in BBQ’s are provided on the mooring) followed by Bob and Annettes’ “Stag and Hen” Parties. Yippee! Sounds good to me!
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Fri 2nd-Saturday 3rd September: Weybridge Society Event

This was an error on the club programme, the event is only held every 2 years and the next rally is not until 2012-sorry.
Sunday 4th September: Visit from Dunkirk Veterans
This year the event is being organised by Jean Francis and several of us ladies have been asked to make cottage pies etc for the vets. and their carers.  Jean is providing large foil roasting dishes for the pies to save on the washing up and she is hoping that some more of you ladies will volunteer to show off your culinary skills and rustle up a savoury cottage pie to feed the visitors.

 The official dignitaries will also be hosted in the clubhouse but, due to the large number of people expected and concern over available space, there will be a marquee or large gazebo outside to house the naval ratings and various other supporters accompanying the flotilla. We need volunteers to help erect this gazebo / marquee and also dismantle it later, of course. 
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Please let Jean know if you are prepared to help. Any Mariner turning up will be expected to assist in some way- setting tables, serving behind the bar, collecting glasses, cooking, serving the food, clearing-up, washing up, removing the rubbish etc. This is always an extremely busy day for us, so please be ready to do your bit to make the operation run smoothly.   
Saturday 17th-Sunday 18th September: RNLI Rally at Kingston

Names to Jim Kelly please, so that our moorings can be booked with the organisers..
Sat. 24th September: Sail Past, BBQ and Disco –Sunday 25th: Commodore’s Breakfast
This year we thought we would try something different for our Sail Past, so we are holding it on the Saturday afternoon, 3pm. We hope to reserve the moorings on the Weybridge towpath side and the idea is to assemble there during the day, then move off, cruise either round D’Oyly Carte Island or to Lady Lindsay’s, then parade past the club and moor up opposite again. There will then be an early evening BBQ (£7.50 per person) and hopefully members will stop on for the evening disco.
The following morning there will be a cholesterol-full brekkie with all the trimmings, in the clubhouse at 10am-price £5 per person. 
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More details in the next newsletter—watch this space!

Members Update
Les Holdaway:
Les’ op was deferred from the original date of 4th July to 9th. The procedure was more complicated than first thought; he was in theatre for 3 and a half hours and was in hospital for 7 days. Once home he had visits from the district nurse every other day and was told to take it easy for at least 2 weeks. He is now making good progress but unfortunately has the worry of an even bigger operation on the other kidney later on in the year. Easy does it, Les-one day at a time.
Les and Sally would like to thank everyone who sent cards, messages etc wishing him well and also a special thank you to Lesley and Jim Hamments for taking over the care and maintenance of the club garden for the last month or so. 
Joyce Lundberg: 
Joyce’s foot and ankle are much improved but she has an appointment with the orthopaedic consultant to make sure the problem has been resolved. However, she is still 
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having investigations and medication for her thyroid imbalance and is trying to put weight on, so is eating for England (lucky thing!) 
Terry Carthew:

Terry is making good progress, a couple of hospital appointments looming but fingers crossed for no more major problems.

Sheila Aston: 
Sheila has recently been on a cruise with Danny, Eileen and grand-daughter Suzanne but sadly the holiday was marred by a severe flu-like cold, which she generously gave to the rest of her party! She is hoping that it clears up before next Tuesday (2nd August) when she is due to go into hospital to have an operation on her hip. At the moment the doctors are undecided what procedure to do, it depends what they find when they open her up but hopefully, whatever they do, it should give her some relief from the constant pain and limited mobility that she is suffering at the moment. She Is expecting to be in hospital for 7 to 10 days.  Wishing you well, Sheila.  

Derek Dale
Mixed news for Del Boy. Although they have removed the lymph glands, he is now due to have an endoscopy next week (camera investigation into his stomach) and he also has to undergo chemotherapy from 5th August for a total of 3 sessions over 9 weeks (i.e. 3 treatments, 1 every 3 weeks). He is still amazingly cheerful and up-beat—typical Del.

On a brighter note, Del had his moment of glory on July 12th when he attended the Queen’s Garden Party. This was in recognition for the 40 years he has dedicated to charity work. He says he finds it very rewarding to help other people and says he has probably collected at least £250,000 over the 40 years. 
A film was made of the Garden Party and a DVD of the event is being produced. If all works out OK, Del anticipates having a Sunday afternoon “cream tea” party at the clubhouse when we can all watch the DVD and enjoy his memories of this special event.  Looking forward to it, Del, we are very proud of you and your achievements.
General
Another possible event being organised by the committee is a 1 day R.Y.A.  St. Johns’ Ambulance course, which will be held as a combined tutorial with Thames Scout Cruising Club. More details to follow when this has been finalised.

From the Committee
Now to the serious stuff:

 Hopefully by now you have sent your cheques to Frank to settle up for the Dinner and Dance weekend at Emsworth…….
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We are very concerned that the AGM is fast approaching and this year, as well as the Flag Officers and committee, we will also need to fill some of the executive positions. We will be needing an Hon. Secretary because Lesley Beard is moving away from the area and Mike Fowler as Hon. Treasurer has said that he will not be standing for re-election.   

I have already mentioned in previous newsletters that bar chairman Frank is resigning and I would urge you all to seriously consider if you would be willing to undertake any of these very important positions or to serve on the committee in whatever position.  
I know that at the moment, the AGM in November seems yonks away but we all know how these things creep up on us. It would be ideal if there was a volunteer(s) now to take on any of these roles, so that there could be a period of “hand-over” from the present officers. Please let Lesley know if you are prepared to serve on the committee, in whatever capacity. her e-mail address is:
I haven’t had any contact or details of anything for sale or wanted for our “Classified” section. Remember, “One man’s tat is another man’s treasure”, so let me know if you have anything you would like to “move-on”.

Terry and I were late going away this year and (luckily!) we missed the Henley Rowing Regatta. When we slowly cruised back down through the regatta course a few days before the Traditional Boat Rally, there was not a skuller in sight and we were delighted to see Gill Watson’s boat “Festivity” moored on Fawley Meadow proudly flying the WMC burgee!! 
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Our up-river cruise is currently underway, so there should be more WMC burgees fluttering in the breeze along the Thames for the next week or so, hopefully in the sunshine--surely we are due for the better weather that the long-range forecasters keep promising us!
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Kind regards and all the best to you, Mariners and please think seriously about standing for one of the positions on the committee—your Club needs you.
From

Jenny

