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Happy New Year, Weybridge Mariners and I hope that it will be a healthy one for us all.
However, having said that, I have already had news of health scares for some of our members-see “Members Update” later in the newsletter.

How are your New Year Resolutions going? I made a resolve to reduce the length of my newsletters, to make them more “punchy”, fewer cartoons, more businesslike. Fat chance! That lasted until I sat down in front of the computer, then my fingers started to run away with me again! I am always on the lookout for any interesting snippet of gossip or news that I can report on, so don’t forget to let me know if you hear anything that I can (legally!) include. 
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Past Events

Saturday 17th December: Christmas Party

It seems ages ago now but 70 members and guests came along to our Christmas get-together and we had a very enjoyable time. It was a “bring your own nibbles” event and the tables were groaning under the spread of festive fayre. I forget how many prawn rings I counted but I drifted from table to table, chatted to people and thoroughly made a pig of myself on the way round!

During the evening we were treated to a “Load of Old Cobblers” Christmas Extravaganza, directed by “Impresario” Frank, compered by David Sowter, music by Russell, stage and set building by Jim Hamments and starring (in no particular order): Brian “Crooner” Townsend, “Rock Chicks” Celia and Ann, “Boy Band” Andrew, Bob, Mike and Jim Kelly, a “Couple of Swells” Annette Boreham and Pat Kelly, John “Herr Flick” McPhee and “Dolly” Deirdre. What a difference a wig makes! These usually quiet and reserved members “hid” behind their props and treated us to a very entertaining concert. If you were unable to come along and missed it, don’t worry—we videoed it all and I understand that it will be coming to a cinema near you soon! Failing that, we will have a re-run in the club one evening.

The music for the party was very good, pitched just right with seasonal background discs during the earlier part of the evening, building into “disco” mode as the night wore on. We even had an impromptu “Zumba” session as a try-out for those of us interested in joining new member Claudia’s classes which she is now running in the clubhouse. (see under “Forthcoming Events” later in the newsletter) 
All in all, a very pleasant event. 
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And a successful Christmas Party was followed the next day by…

Sunday 18th December: Children’s Party
20 youngsters, ages ranging from babes in arms to 11 years old turned up to enjoy the party, the food,  the entertainer ( with the “tightrope” experience being the major attraction), all building into the highlight of the afternoon…Father Christmas arriving by boat with their prezzies!! Most of the children there were too young to remember similar treats in the old clubhouse so it was delightful to watch their amazed and awed expressions when they rushed to the windows to watch his arrival. Fantastic to see this tradition revived, thank you “Santa” Pothecary and “Jim’ll Fix It” Hamments.  
Sunday 8th January: Sunday Lunch
Unfortunately I was unable to make it to this but I understand that there were approx 50 people who opted to give their kitchen chores a miss on Sunday 8th January and come along to the clubhouse to sample a delicious roast dinner prepared and cooked by our new independent caterer Barbara. Some of the diners were from Hamhaugh Island and we hope to enjoy their company again in the clubhouse, at future lunches and other social functions.
Friday 13th January: Presents Evening:

A good turn out of members came along and “swapped” presents--various items: red and green socks for the boater who has trouble remembering port from starboard, a book of old boating recipes and the more traditional gifts of jigsaws, chocolates etc. The pool and table tennis tables had been set up and proved popular, as did the bar billiards and board games. A most enjoyable way to spend a cold Friday evening!
Forthcoming Events
Zumba Classes:

New member Claudia is running Zumba exercise dance classes in the clubhouse on Monday and Thursday mornings 10am to 11am and Monday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings from 7pm. Cost is £5 per session, come along and party and get fit at the same time! If I can do it-so can you!
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Saturday 21st January: Burns Night- Fully booked!
Sunday Lunches-

Although there are “Sunday Lunches” detailed on your programme, it is totally dependant on demand as to whether these take place or not, so it is VERY NECESSARY for you to contact Maggie as soon as you know when you are planning to come along for a meal. I’m sure you all appreciate the difficulty of catering for a lunch when there is no advance 
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knowledge of the numbers involved- you don’t want to turn up and there not be any roasties, do you! 
For that reason, no-one having let us know that they are coming, there will be NO SUNDAY LUNCH this weekend-22nd JANUARY.

Outside caterer Barbara will only be asked to cook the lunch if there are a lot of people intending to come along, otherwise we are still relying on you-the members- to volunteer so, if there is anyone who would like to offer to cook a Sunday lunch, we would be delighted to hear from you. Please give Maggie a call or e-mail her After all, although outside caterer Barbara serves delicious food, we only want to ask her when necessary and there are so many of our own members who are also excellent chefs and chef-esses.  

And what about Sunday lunchtime opening, even if there is no food being served? Please let Denise know  or e-mail: if you would be interested in coming up to the club on a Sunday lunchtime, just to enjoy a pleasant social bar session.
ATYC
The ATYC are holding a training morning at Penton Hook on this coming Sunday 22nd January. If you are on e-mail, I have attached a flyer with details; if you do not have e-mail, please contact our ATYC rep. Chris Knight for the details and times. A reminder too about the ATYC Dinner & Dance on Saturday 3rd March—again Chris is the guy with the full info.
Friday 27th January: Commodore’s Boat Quiz Evening
Put on your thinking caps and come along and join in this fun evening while testing your boating knowledge and enjoying a few bevies, 8.00 for 8.30 start. Don’t make the questions too difficult, Gill-be gentle with us!
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Friday 3rd February: Chinese New Year
A Derek and Barbara “Chinese Meal Do”, price is £7.50, food served at 8 o’clock, normal Friday evening opening times. Looking forward to it already.

Saturday 11th February: Valentine Ball

Please join us for a special, romantic evening. We will be trying out our new caterer Barbara for this function; the menu is yet to be decided but I have read some of the nosh on offer and, believe me, it does sound good! We know from last Sundays’ lunch that she serves up excellent food so make sure that you book your place to avoid disappointment. Contact Maggie or put your name on the list in the club, cost is £15 per person
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Saturday 18th February: Annual Challenge Skittles Match at Byfleet Boat Club:

See enclosed flyer-always a good evening. Come along and take part or (for the couch potatoes amongst us) just come along and support our more energetic members. Way to 
go, Mariners! Remember that there is no bar at the Byfleet Club so bring along your own beverages and nibbles.
Don’t forget that the last Friday of each month is QUIZ and CLUB NIGHT-join us!
Members Update
Oh dear, here goes again…..
Barbara:
After all the worry with Derek last year,  Barbara now has her own serious health problems and is currently undergoing further investigations prior to having a major operation, after an earlier mis-diagnosis of having Crohns Disease. She and Derek are booked to go on a cruise soon and she is determined to keep to those travel plans, so the operation has been put off until April. Thinking of you, Barbara. 
Maureen Lawrence:
Maureen is making steady progress although the operation was more painful than she anticipated. Hang on in there, Maureen.

Roger Francis;
Roger has recovered well from his heart procedure in December and now has a date for the operation on his knee later this week.  Here’s hoping that 2012 will see you more mobile again and free of pain, Roger.
Maureen Webb-Evans:

Maureen’s hernia operation was very serious and she has been warned that it will still be several months before the doctors are prepared to give her the thumbs up. She is in pain still from the stitching etc inside her tummy and finds even sitting down uncomfortable. Thinking of you and Sandy, Maureen and wishing you all the best.

Les Holdaway:  
Poor Les.  He underwent a 5 hour operation to remove a kidney stone on 7th January but the stone broke in half as the surgeon was removing it and it became lodged inside him. Further anaesthetic was inadvisable so he needed another 4 hour operation 7 days later to complete the process. Luckily this was more successful although Les is still in hospital (as at Tuesday 17th) and feeling very poorly, in a lot of pain and not up to any visitors yet, except for Sally of course. She has asked me to thank everyone for their good wishes and I’m sure they both know that we are all thinking of you, Les.
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Terry Carthew:

I think many of you already know that Terry has been in hospital since 23rd December. Problems with his memory and confusion have now been diagnosed as stemming from swelling in his brain and he has been undergoing various tests and procedures to try to 
diagnose the cause. I know you all wish him well and a personal “Thank You” from me to you all for your support and kind messages.
John Patman:

Although John and Penny are no longer members, I know that most of you will remember them and be concerned to learn that John suffered a broken neck, caused by a nasty fall downstairs about 10 days before Christmas. After a lengthy stay in St Peters and then St George’s at Tooting, the doctors decided not to operate to fuse the neck bones together but to wait and see if the break healed itself naturally. He was allowed to come home and when I spoke to Penny last week she said he was now able to walk about carefully and they were hoping that his next scan would confirm that an operation would definitely not be necessary. Here’s hoping!

And to finish on a happy note….
Rob and Elaine Fry:
Rob and Elaine wish all Mariners a Happy New Year. They did participate in the Donations instead of Christmas Cards scheme but their donation was received too late for their names to be included in the list I sent out last month.
Joyce Lundberg was 80 years young on Friday 13th January!! Congratulations, Joyce-hope I look as good as you when my time comes. Vic says it’s because he spoils her!!
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From the Committee
Keys: We need some more keys to the clubhouse for the new committee (Gill the Commodore hasn’t even got one!) and we don’t want to have them cut unnecessarily so if any member has a key that they no longer need, please would they return it to Hon.Sec. Celia, either in person or in an envelope addressed to her in our post-box or leave it with Denise over the bar. Many thanks.
Just a reminder that all visitors must be sure to sign in when they come into the club. This is in case of fire and in order to comply with Club rules as well as Health and Safety Rulings. Also to ensure that we comply, there will be a short announcement at the start of our functions, pointing out emergency exits and advising of muster points etc. 

A very big “Thank You” indeed, Mariners, for your generous contributions to our “Donations instead of Christmas Cards” scheme. A fantastic £335.20 was raised, an excellent result-and we doubtless saved a couple of trees as well!

Pheww…just made it in 5 pages.            Kind Regards…Jenny

