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Don’t panic, folks-this is just a very short edition to cover some of our up and coming events and I’ll start off with a message from our Commodore Gill Watson:

Dear Member

As Commodore of our wonderful club Weybridge Mariners, I will do my utmost to create an atmosphere where Members and friends will want to linger.

Frank at the AGM said “The Club needs a heart.” 

Well, we have a capable, enthusiastic and lively committee and wonderful members.

I recognise the tremendous contribution of the previous committee and the group of people that silently come in day after day and give their time voluntarily and, from the ashes, have built our amazing club. We will give it plenty of heart! So it’s onwards and upwards, with much laughter and enjoyment. 

Thank you all for voting for me. Now I can put my feet up and let the committee get on with it.

 Gillian Watson, Commodore
Thank you, Gill. We know that we can rely on you to lead from the front and I’m sure we are all determined to support our club throughout the coming year.

Past Events

Burns Night Saturday 21st January.

Although this was not an “official” club function, there were more than enough members there to make it worthy of a report and an excellent evening it was, too. There were 100 plus attendees and Derek raised over £650 for the 2 nominated Charities: Chelsea Pensioners and Surrey Air Ambulance. The club also profited by club hire charges and considerable bar takings—of course!

Commodore’s Quiz Night: Friday 27th January  
I understand this was a really fun evening with about 24 people in 5 teams answering some skilful and often hilarious questions. The winners were the “A” Team comprising Wendy and John, Maggie, Jean and new members- in- waiting Jak and Martin. Well done, guys and girls. I think you should set the questions next time!
Sunday Lunch 29th January
This was prepared and cooked by David Kennedy and a very good job he did too. Roast pork and all the trimmings for over 25 people. Thank you, David. I have put the latest update for Sunday Lunches under “Extras & From the Committee” but we are still looking for volunteers, folks! Just contact any member of the committee.
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Chinese New Year Friday 3rd February
Approx 50 people turned up to Derek and Barbara’s Chinese meal and they really enjoyed it. There was a serve-yourself “starter buffet table” laden with goodies in the centre of the hall and rice, sweet and sour chicken etc on offer. I wish I could have been there. I celebrated with a packet of prawn cracker crisps!

Forthcoming Events
We have some great social do’s coming up over the next few weeks, so here goes…but remember that if you book for a function and have to cancel, please tell the person taking the bookings by the previous Thursday, otherwise you may be charged. Many thanks.
Saturday 11th February: Valentine’s Ball
I know those of you on e-mail will have already been sent details of the menu but I will repeat it again for those members who receive their newsletters by post:
Our new cook Barbara will be delighting us with a whole breast of chicken cooked in Italian red Chianti and grapes, served with fresh vegetables followed by Sticky Toffee Pudding with a raspberry jus and custard. Diet? What diet! Definitely a night for elasticated waistbands, girls! 
There will be an alternative to chicken if you let Maggie know asap.

Also, we are pleased to tell you that, to follow the excellent food, we will have the versatile voice of Paul Kaye for entertainment and dancing after the meal.  Paul has been appearing in shows and cabaret for many years, in varied venues from the smallest to the grandest and recently did a tribute to Neil Sedaka in front of the man himself at a Variety Club Silver Awards Dinner.
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There will not be a seating plan so, if you want to reserve places, be there early or come to the club on the Friday evening when tables are being set up - maybe you could help." 

Price is £15 and closing date for bookings is 7th February so give Maggie a call  or send her an e-mail straight away 
Saturday 18th February: Challenge Skittles Match at Byfleet Boat Club
Friday 24th February: Club Night and Quiz Night in the clubhouse

Saturday 10th March: Fitting Out Supper;
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I am taking this year off from galley duties but I know that Derek and Barbara will do us proud with a 3 course meal, including our traditional sausage and mash for the main course. Price is 
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£12.50 and Del-Boy is the man to call , or there is a list on the notice board in the club.
Saturday 17th March: St Patrick’s Night
Well, I don’t remember us ever having a St Patrick’s Night celebration at the club before but it sounds good to me. Remember to wear something green! Real Irish grub on offer: traditional Irish stew, boiled bacon and colcannon (creamy mashed potatoes and cabbage, with scallions, 
salt and pepper and other savoury ingredients), with Irish Cream Cheesecake to follow for pud! Names to Jean Francis: - or e-mail her please. Again, there will be an alternative main on offer but you must let Jean know well in advance, please.
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Friday 23rd- Sunday 25th March: Working weekend with a “British Summer Time” lunch on offer on the Sunday. Andrew Cotter will be co-ordinating the jobs to be done but hopefully there will be another newsletter sent out before then. Although our club is lovely, there are still many 
tasks to be undertaken, ongoing general maintenance as well as new jobs that we keep putting off!

Members
Roger Francis:
Roger had his knee arthroscopy at St Peters last month, thankfully with no complications and is now able to walk without his stick. Excellent news!
Barbara:

Barbara has not been too well recently but she is still planning on going on that cruise, as well as looking after her great-grand-daughter this month. 

Les Holdaway:
Les is making progress, although very slowly; he still gets tired quickly. Sally says people have been really kind with their cards and good wishes. So pleased you are feeling a bit better Les.

Terry Carthew
Terry is now home from hospital, thank goodness and we are taking one day at a time. However, to be fair to him and to myself, I have now resigned from the committee and this will be my last newsletter. I have always enjoyed writing them and maybe I will be able to again one day (if you’ll let me!) However, at the moment, he is my first priority. I know you will all continue to give your support to the Commodore and Committee, even without me nagging you all the time! 
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If you want to have a go at writing the newsletters, I know the Committee would be delighted to hear from you. Remember that you don’t have to be on the Committee to write the newsletter, other committee members can “feed” you with items to be included.
General & from the Committee
There will be an EGM on Sunday 26th February at 11am. This is to discuss and decide whether the members wish to take forward the question of installing moorings outside the club. We can not stress enough that it is very important that you come along, listen to what the committee propose, have your say and vote on this extremely important issue. We are hoping to have a Sunday Lunch after the EGM so please try and stay to enjoy the meal-let Derek know if you are staying for the meal 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.
[image: image5.jpg]



2 of our club boats have the honour of taking part in the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration Flotilla Pageant of Boats on the Thames on Sunday 3rd June---Mustard and Orlando. Congratulations, Skippers.
“Sail for Gold”-see flyer attached.  Contact Hon. Sec. Celia Cotter if you are interested in being our Activator or taking part.
2 more dates for your programmes: The Flukey will be held on the 9th-10th June and the Dunkirk Vets will visit us this year on Sunday 16th September

Also, Gill is arranging a spectacular weekend away in Bournemouth for our Dinner and Dance event-Friday 16th November to Sunday 18th. More information in the next newsletter but make sure you have the date reserved on your calendar. 

Sunday Lunches: Sadly the committee have decided that these will only be on a “once a month” basis, and then only if we have the support from the members. The next Sunday lunch at the moment is therefore scheduled for after the EGM-26th February and then again on the Working Party weekend-25th March. However, in the meantime, if any member would like to volunteer to cook a Sunday lunch on any other Sunday, please contact any member of the committee.
 Right-that’s all folks, I have really enjoyed writing the newsletters and I do hope someone comes forward soon to take over from me. Celia as Hon. Sec. is the lady who would love to hear from you 
Kind Regards,                            Jenny   ( Sorry, it turned out longer than I thought it would!)

Question:                                  When is it OK to kiss someone?
Answer (from a 6 year old):     When they’re rich
Out of the mouths of babes, eh?

