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Compliments of the Season, Mariners. It’s that time of year again-tinsel, turkey and frantic shopping. Where did 2011 go? Make sure that you take time out this year to relax and enjoy the companionship of your friends and fellow members. Don’t forget our Christmas social activities-see the “Forthcoming Events” section later in this newsletter.
Past Events
Friday 18th-Sunday 20th November: Dinner and Dance 
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This year’s Annual Dinner and Dance was a great success. Did we enjoy ourselves?--you bet we did. The hotel was great, (they even donated a mini break as a prize to our raffle) the staff really obliging, the food was good, the comedian was entertaining (helped by some excellent audience participation!) and the weather was fantastic. I think we must have had the best of the weather because we hit fog and mist within 10 minutes of leaving the hotel to drive home. How lucky was that!

Sadly some of our number were poorly during the weekend. Russell and Teresa succumbed to a gastric bug and were unable to join in the festivities, Vic was definitely below par, Gillie Hillier struggled with a bad head cold for the whole of the weekend and Keith Davies, Chris Knight and Margaret Bond were all also not 100%.  Regular health bulletins were given to “Nurse” Sally Holdaway and she updated us concerned Mariners. Hope you are all better now, folks.

Such a shame…still the rest of us had a good time and we even made a slight profit on the weekend, namely approx £200 on the accommodation etc, £80 on the raffle and £100+ courtesy of Derek Dale’s Lotto cards. I don’t believe it! £100’s worth of tickets and we only won £2!! I do believe it actually because 8 of us have been in a syndicate of 4 lines every week for the last 8 years and, in all that time, we have only won about 15 times, and definitely not a fortune, mostly £10s which we always put back into lucky (or should that be UN-lucky!) dips and 2 wins of about £50 each. Still, we keep on hoping! You’ve got to be in it to win it!

John & Wendy won the lucky  “Bonds” draw prize of £100 and Treasurer Mike Fowler had also arranged to repay 15 of the bonds that members had kindly “lent” to the club after the fire—no luck for Terry and I this year, though!  
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Saturday 26th November: Christmas Shopping Bazaar

A very good turn out of members, friends, relatives and the public made this a fun afternoon. There were 18 stalls, with a great mixture of items on offer, the bar did a good trade and so did the galley, with freshly made sandwiches, cakes etc plus tea and coffee for those of us who needed to keep a clear head. The purpose of this event was to promote interest and awareness of our club and it certainly worked! There was a lot of interest and some new sign-ups for our Art and Crafts sessions, as well as some possible new club members. Good call!

This was the first time we have ever hosted this sort of event (if you remember-last year it snowed on our parade and we had to cancel). We charged the stallholders £10 per table and, with the takings from the galley, our own white elephant  and tombola stalls, we made an overall profit of £350 approx on the afternoon--plus profit on the bar takings, of course. Great job everyone who helped with the organisation. There is a lot of “behind the scene” work to get this type of event off the ground; well done, Heather and a very big THANK YOU to everyone for their help and support.
Sunday 27th November: AGM

With some concern we attended this year’s AGM. At the opening of the meeting there were no nominations for Commodore, Vice Commodore, Treasurer or Secretary. How could we survive with such a lack of interest in these key positions? 

The meeting and discussion that followed was lively, directed mainly at how to stir members out of
the apathy that seems to have taken a hold. Eventually, some nominations from the floor resulted in the following appointments:

Gill Watson:-                        Commodore (her boat is a tradition wooden boat called “Festivity”)

Wendy McPhee:-                 Vice Commodore (“China Rose”)

Jim Kelly:-                            Rear Commodore Up-River (“Georgia”)

Charles Worby:-                  Rear Commodore Down-River (“Mustard”)

Maggie Barton:                    Hon. Treasurer

Celia Cotter:-                        Hon. Secretary (“Wisecrack”)

Jean Francis:-                      Membership Secretary
Committee Members:

Brain Townsend, Derek Dale, David Sowter, Jackie Budd, Jenny Carthew, Denise Stone (bar chair-person) and Andrew Cotter. I know we all wish them a smooth and successful year ahead. 
There was a lot of discussion and forthright comments at this meeting and I don’t intend to cover everything in detail. Most of the points raised will be discussed by the committee at their monthly meetings and please don’t forget that there is a suggestion box in the lobby of the clubhouse if you have any comments or ideas that you would like the Committee to consider. Don’t forget: “Your Club-Your Ideas-Your Committee.”
Friday 9th December: Mulled Wine and Carols Evening
Approx 35 members and friends turned up to enjoy the warm (sorry Vic!) mince pies (not sure if they were Sainsbury’s’, Tescos’ or Mr. Kipling’s but they were exceedingly good) and to glug down 
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the mulled wine. Carol hymn-sheets were provided and the singing was led by Frank “Baritone” Gaylard. Not exactly “Carols from Kings” but we had a good time anyway. An enjoyable social evening.
Forthcoming Events
Saturday 17th December: Christmas Party Night
This event is always very popular-a great way to get you in the mood for the rest of the Christmas festivities. This year we have the bonus of a “Gaylard Production”-can’t wait. Bring your own “nibbles” along (nothing that requires the use of the galley, please).  We have booked a disco so there will be a nominal charge of £2.50 per person—7 for 7.30 kick-off—see you there!!
Sunday 18th December: Children’s Party
I’m sure most of you will already have let “Nanny” McPhee know if you are bringing your grandchildren along (sorry for forgetting your married name in last months’ newsletter, Wendy!)  and their ages etc. This is so that the entertainer “The Great Custardo” can make sure that his tricks etc are geared to the correct age group; last year he was fantastic-enjoyed by kids and grandparents alike. 
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P.S. I’ve heard a rumour that Father Christmas is planning to come to the clubhouse by boat this year….yippee!
Monday 26th December: Boxing Day Run is  Cancelled.
Saturday 31st December: New Year’s Eve
The club will be CLOSED this year but next year we are hoping to arrange a Gala Ball to welcome in the New Year in style. 
Sunday 8th January: Sunday Lunch
There will be a list in the clubhouse for names, price is £7.50 per person-excellent value for a main course and a sweet. Give yourself a break, ladies and let someone else take the strain. You deserve it after all the hectic cooking and planning over Christmas.

Friday 13th January: Fun Present Exchange Evening
This will be a sort of “Secret Santa” session-just to add a bit of fun to our Friday club night get- together. Bring along a wrapped “fun” parcel (labelled boy or girl or uni-sex!), not costing more than £5 please, and “Santa” will do the rest. Ho, ho, ho!  Well it is Friday the 13th after all!
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Tuesday 17th January: R.Y.A. First Aid Course
I know that David Sowter has sent details of this course out to all members on e-mail already so this is just a reminder that the RYA First Aid Course is being held at AJAX Sea Scout Group, Thames Ditton on Tuesday 17th January and you should contact David a.s.a.p.  if you are interested in going along. For those of you not on e-mail I have attached a hardcopy of the flyer.

Saturday 21st January: Burns Night  
This is not an official club event but is being organised by Derek and an open invitation is extended to all members to come along. The price is £15 per person and those of you who have been before will know that it is a fantastic evening-kilts swishing, haggis toasting, bagpipes-the lot! Let Del know if you are coming 
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Sunday 22nd January: Sunday Lunch in the Clubhouse 
Friday 27th January: Commodore’s Boat Quiz
Our Commodore Gill is organising a Boat Quiz, teams of 4 people, £1 per person entry fee-should be a laugh but don’t make the questions too hard, Gill.
Sunday 29th January: Sunday Lunch in the Clubhouse
Friday 3rd February: Chinese New Year Night
Advance notice of another Del-Boy and Barbara special! £7.50 per person. We all enjoyed last years’ Chinese New Year meal at the club and I’m sure that 2012 will be just as good. More details in the next newsletter but make sure you write it on your calendar now.
Members
Vic Lundberg

I mentioned earlier in this newsletter that Vic was not feeling very well over the Dinner and Dance weekend. He had suffered with a cold for about 10 days beforehand but seemed better (helped by a week’s course of 56 antibiotic tablets!) but unfortunately he developed a cough on his return home and the doctor sent him to hospital where he was kept in for a couple of days and diagnosed with pneumonia. Luckily his lung scan was clear and he has Joyce to make sure that he follows the doctors’ instructions! Glad you are recovered now, Vic.

Lesley Hamments 
Good news for Lesley: - only 6 weeks since her op. and the doctors have discharged her. Excellent!
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Jim Pothecary
Jim’s heart procedure went well on 22nd November. He was in St George’s for only the one night and (after a few days taking it easy) he says he is now fit as a fiddle. The doctor’s have told him that they are hopeful that the problem will not recur- all the best, Jim
Maureen Webb-Evans
Maureen is recovering slowly from her stomach operation but any movement is still very uncomfortable. She is not able to drive yet and she and Sandy are planning a quiet Christmas at home this year. Wishing you a speedy return to health, Maureen.
Maureen Lawrence
 Maureen went into Epsom hospital on the 8th December for her hip replacement operation. I understand that the operation went well, although she has been in a lot of pain. She is due out of hospital on Tuesday (today) and we all hope everything goes well for you, Maureen and that you are soon able to move around normally. 
Roger Francis

Roger is still waiting for his knee operation but he finally has a date for his heart procedure-this Thursday 15th. All the best, Rog.
Not so many of you to report on this month thank goodness-Hope everyone manages to keep germ and injury free over the Christmas and New Year. 
From the Committee
Now for the serious stuff.
Here goes to confirm the various appointments. The Bar Committee will be headed by Denise Stone as bar-chairperson with Jackie Budd, Brian Townsend, Gill Watson and Maggie Barton making up the rest of the bar committee, although there will be other members helping out with much of the day to day bar tasks.

The committee person “heading-up” maintenance this year will be Andrew Cotter. He is not expected to do the work but he will be the point of contact for all maintenance queries etc. A “maintenance” book will be provided so that if you notice anything that needs attention, you can write the details etc and Andrew will follow it up.
We are still hoping to find some member who will offer to undertake responsibility for the ferry….any offers?
At the AGM in November there were several comments that our programme of social events needed a new look and Derek, as Social Secretary, and the committee have tried to reflect this in our Programme 2012, whilst still retaining our major functions like the Fitting Out, Summer Ball and Laying Up Supper. Just as a “taster”- this year we are having a St Patrick’s Day on Saturday 17th March (with Andrew on committee how could we fail to celebrate this!) and a Murder, Mystery Evening at the end of March. (I have heard a rumour that this M.M.E. will centre on a murder during a class re-union and we will be asked to dress up as schoolgirls/ boys. St Trianians?….bring it on!) 
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As we have already been granted permission (a “licence”) from the Environment Agency to install mooring pontoons outside the club, the committee have decided to progress this further by “firming up” quotes for the materials required and the work involved. If any member is interested (or has a friend that they believe may be interested) please will you let Hon. Treasurer Maggie know 
There will be a Sunday lunches (and the bar open, of course) every Sunday through January and February and probably March, starting on Sunday 8th January, although not on Sunday 15th January because the club has been booked for a private party (long standing booking). Some of these lunches may be provided by an outside caterer, some by our own members so if you would like to volunteer, please call me . The price will be £7.50 per head –hope to see you there.
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Classified / For Sale
Mattress for a 4.6” double bed, excellent condition, free—phone Wendy McPhee 
Electrolux Refrigerator:  240V, 12V or LP Gas. Model RM4200

Ignition recently overhauled. 

New Venting kit, armoured gas pipe and Operating and Installation instructions included.

£200 o.n.o. Buyer must collect.

Contact David Sowter  or David 
General
Ann Fowler is still kindly dealing with ordering our chandlery and there is a display cabinet in the lobby entrance, displaying the various items on offer. Ann will be pleased to let you have any details re prices, etc so call her if you are interested in a club burgee, scarf, tie, badge, sweatshirt, tee-shirt, baseball cap etc etc.
The Arts and Crafts sessions re-start on Wednesday 8th February, new members very welcome.
Thank you all very much for your generosity re our “Donations instead of Christmas Cards” scheme. If you have said that you would like to participate but I have not yet caught up with you, I have obviously still included your name(s) on the enclosed multiple card.  I hope to collect any remaining donations at the Christmas Party on Saturday. Total to date is £280.20  
6 pages!!! I promise next months’ newsletter will not be so long and I know it will include a New Year message to you all from Commodore Gill.

It only remains to wish you all the best from your Commodore, Flag Officers and Members of the Management Committee. We hope you all enjoy yourselves, however you are spending the festive season-whether you are opting for a quiet time or intend to be a hectic party-animal—--whatever floats your boat-- just enjoy!!.
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                                   from Jenny
