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Commodore's Report 


Dear Members

Well, all is going well and we are getting good attendance for our functions, 

Our last function was on April 23d St Georges day lunch. We had 60 plus members and guests and they enjoyed a 3-course meal. I would like to thank Mandy, Gill and all their helpers for making the day a success. To cook a full roast dinner in a galley which is restricted to one over was quite an accomplishment, well done all of you.

We had a great Easter cruise to Windsor thanks to Terry Hoyle and he will give his own report.

We have been getting a lot of support from our members helping with the running of the functions and of course not to forget the great job Frank and Mike are doing keeping the bar running so well.

Mandy and Gill would like to take a rest and relax and enjoy a night off, so please ladies or gentlemen we would like someone to volunteer to get a team together and do the catering for the Summer Ball. We could of course get in outside caterers but this would reflect on the cost of the tickets.

I have been told that Roger and Lynne Pothecary are moving out of the area. Lynne has said that she would carry on publishing the club newsletter. This is great news and on behalf of the members I thank you for the good work you have done for the club and wish you the very best luck on your new venture.

Roy Nash
Commodore
April 2017
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Dates for your diary ... 

May
Sunday 7th                            Commodore's Meet and Greet

June
Saturday 17th                        Mid Summer Ball
Saturday 24th                        Flukey at LRYC


Please ensure that should you wish to attend any of the above events, that your names are put down on the noticeboard at the club as soon as possible.  Thank you.

With regards to the above forthcoming functions, please don't forget that the club is always looking for members to volunteer and help organise these events.  If you don't feel that is something that you can do, you can always offer to help with the decorations, which are usually done on a Friday evening, and help is always required to clear tables, wash up, tablecloths to be laundered.

There are many jobs and so few people ... can you give any time to help?
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Please find attached a copy of the Non-tidal Summer Cruising program received from Rear Commodore (NT) Terry Hoyle courtesy of Mandy, I am sure that you will agree with me that this is one of the best summer cruising programs we have had for a long time, as in previous years no one is expected to participate in all and every event, but the option is there for those who can cruise for the whole of July and August, please pick and choose which events you want to attend and let Terry & Mandy know as soon as possible. 


Any members wishing to attend the "BORN AGAIN SHADOWS" Dinner show on Sunday 30th July at the Mill at Sonning Theatre must advise Mandy ASAP as tickets have to be booked and paid for well in advance as these events sell out very fast!



Rob Fry
Honorary Secretary
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The Rickmansworth Festival 2017

The Rickmansworth Festival takes place on the third weekend of May every year and celebrates canals, the community and the environment. The Festival is the highlight of the town’s annual calendar and the finale of Rickmansworth Week.  This year the event takes place on Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st May.

 

The top attraction for many is the wonderful array of canal boats from across the country - a terrific spectacle, with at least 100 craft of many types and histories moored along the towpath up to four deep. But there are things to do, see and enjoy whatever your interests, and whatever your age.

 

The Rickmansworth Festival started as a purely canal based event in 1993, as part of the British Waterways “Canals 200” celebration that year.

 

The first was on a large scale, incorporating the Aquadrome as the main location for land based activities. Subsequent Festivals were much smaller, but they steadily grew in size and scope. At least 20,000 people now come each year. 

 

The Festival now occupies part of the Aquadrome, the towpath between Stockers Lock and Batchworth, and the area round Batchworth Lock. You’ll find a range of music and performing arts, displays and presentations, traders, boats and catering. 

 

If you're planning to visit the Festival, go to www.rwt.org.uk/festival for more information on how to plan your day and the complete line up of entertainment for the weekend can be found here. www.rwt.org.uk/festival

Note:  Maggie will be attending, skippering one of the barges, a widebeam named Sheldrake 2.  So a cup of tea will be available to anyone wishing to attend!
Weybridge Mariners 2017 Easter Cruise to Windsor

During the weeks leading up to Easter I had been told from various sources that there would be many other clubs using the moorings at Windsor for their own Easter Cruise. Concerned about mooring availability at Baths Island for our cruise, we set off from our mooring at Penton Hook early on Wednesday morning, not many boats on the river, also not many Lock Keepers!

We arrived early afternoon & moored up, we checked that the other boats moored around us were not staying for the whole weekend. 

Our Commodore & Vice Commodore were next to arrive aboard Saxon Princess complete with guard dogs Alfie & Charlie. 

Tables, Chairs, WMC flag pole & mooring lines were placed strategically to deter other clubs / boaters from mooring, we asked Mel, the mooring superintendent to try & keep space available for the rest of Weybridge Mariners boats. 

Thursday saw more boats arriving, including Bob & Annette on Kitty Bee, Andrew & Celia on Wisecrack, Martin & Denise (Commodore Penton Hook) on Rhiannon.

We had to cut branches from a fallen tree to make another mooring available.

By Friday afternoon, Chris & Sue on Alouette, Rob & Elaine on Kalipso, Jim & Lesley on Gowie and Mike & Ann on Weather or Knot, had all arrived, I was pleased that all boats were able to moor line astern & not have to raft out.

We erected Gazeboes complete with LED lighting  & Hot Cross Buns were served to all Skippers & Crew. A good old chit chat was had by all.

Saturday morning, the men going to the Brewery, gathered in anticipation & the girls began organising a Cocktail Party. The Brewery Tour went well, various beers were sampled, Chris Knight renamed one of their beers ‘Pepperoni’ & once sampled, would not drink anything else, even the bar staff ended up serving ‘Pepperoni’ on request. (Correct name was Pepper Tree). The Brewery gang joined the cocktail party on their return. I spent most of the afternoon breaking in to Alouette as the door lock had broken.

Saturday evening was the Ghost Tour around Windsor & for me, was quite disappointing, (for the £110.00 price tag, I expected better).

Easter Sunday began with various games on the Island, including an egg & spoon race, Easter egg decorating,

Hula hoop exercise class (to try & make way for more Easter eggs), make & fly model aeroplanes & an Easter Bonnet competition, judged by the mooring superintendent  Mel. 

Gill Watson our Vice Commodore won the competition & was awarded a prize from Windsor Castle Moorings of a free weekends mooring in the future. Our Commodore , Roy Nash was chosen to wear the winning hat for photos.

Drinks & food concluded the lunch time activities.

Sunday evening we all went to the Watermans Arms in Eton for a meal in their function room, we were joined by Wendy, Theresa, & Mark.

On Monday morning the majority of members wanted to get off home before the weather changed or the river became too busy, we agreed & also set off back. 

Mel, the mooring superintendent asked me for photos from Sunday’s events to show his employer.

The  organized visit to to the church at Boveney was postponed for a future date.

My thanks to everyone who attended & for the positive comments Mandy & myself received. 

Terry Hoyle 
Rear  Commodore (Non Tidal)



Boats Attending:
Alouette, Gowie, Kalipso, Kitty Bee, Lady Farrington, Saxon Princess,
Weather or Knot, Wisecrack, Rhiannon (Penton Hook) .
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St Georges Day Lunch 

Sunday 23rd April
This must have been the best St. George's celebration ever held at the club. Mandy, Terry, Gill and Roy with various helpers did a fantastic job. We had a wonderful meal, starting with a very tasty prawn cocktail, followed by a proper roast beef with all the trimmings which was absolutely delicious and served up really hot. All this was followed by various home made puds and then cheese and biscuits. Some of us had trouble moving after all that!

Entertainment was supposed to be a Chas and Dave pair but unfortunately one of them could not come because he had been in a bad car accident.  However his partner did a great job, singing traditional Chas and Dave songs and getting everyone up dancing.

The club was decorated with lots of St. George's flags and many people were dressed in red and white. Some even had hats!

Very many thanks to the organisers and their helpers who worked extremely hard to make this such a success. They are to be congratulated.

Lesley Hamments 
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Joke Corner  ... 
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