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Greetings, Weybridge Mariners

Apologies for the newsletter being slightly later this month—like many of you, I guess, I’ve been battling the spiders (and losing-where do those little devils hide every year?) while trying to get the boat ready for the season. All that lovely Spring sunshine--odds on it pours with rain throughout the Summer!
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Another reason for the delay is that (all being well) Terry and I are hoping to get away on the boat soon after Easter, so I’ve left it as late as reasonable for the April epistle. Maggie has kindly agreed to cover the May letter for me and I should be home to take over again late June. All this organisation to make sure you get your monthly update!
PAST EVENTS

FITTING OUT SUPPER: SATURDAY 5th MARCH (written by Maggie Barton)

What can I say, not like me to be searching for words but the concerted effort from so many – of the usual people – certainly made this function “Simply The Best”, which has definitely got to be the Mariners’ Anthem.
Derek and Barbara- I think he lets her help- must have spent hours on the nautical decorations that festooned the clubhouse, creating the perfect Fitting Out setting for the 67 members and guests to enjoy the excellent meal provided by Jenny (that’s why I insisted on writing this) Joyce and Carole. We had pate to start, loads of proper sausages with onions, fresh vegetables and (again) proper gravy, followed by zingy lemon tart, dressed with fruit and tiny chocolate drops then, if any room left, cheese and biscuits, After Dinner mints and sweet biscuits with the coffee. Thoughts of other meals recently “enjoyed” at the club bring to mind another song, “Nobody Does It Better” which certainly applies to our lady Mariners.

Thanks also to the gentlemen Mariners who served and cleared and the people who fought for space in the galley to help with the washing up!! 
By then, the music was in full swing, played by our own DJ Russell and, again, our “anthems” come to mind; I particularly enjoyed the selection of oldies while we were eating, such fun to play “now I do know who’s singing that”

All in all, £521 was raised, I think the most for a long time, with an amazing £426 from the food and £95 from “Delboys” raffle. Thanks everyone, you’re Simply the Best and I don’t care how often we say it!! 
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Thanks for that, Maggie.

Everything seemed to go off well and people were very complimentary and said they enjoyed themselves. I can’t really tell if the food was OK or not because it was rather manic in the galley and all I got time to gobble down were 2 sausages “on the hoof” between getting the courses out, then I filled up non stop on the left over cheese, biscuits and mints for the rest of the evening (diet? what diet?!) 
I just wanted to add my own thanks to Carole and Joyce and to Pat and the girls (and guys) who helped out during the evening. My own energy levels were flagging by the time we got to the coffee (not to mention the washing up!) but I received fantastic support and we managed to all pull together and everything got done. What teamwork! Thanks everyone.     Jenny
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Friday 18th March: Games Night at the Clubhouse   
A pity that only 25 members turned up but we made enough noise for double that number! We started off fairly sedately with darts and cards (pontoon), then progressed to rather wild games of table tennis but the noisiest by far was JENGA. We had the “Garden” version—the blocks of wood were 3 x 2’s---imagine the noise they made when the tower fell down, accompanied by the shrieks of everyone within earshot! The final match of the evening was between Frank (plus 6ft) and Bob (minus 5ft 3”), with Frank crawling around the floor, bum in the air (not a pretty sight!) trying to skilfully remove some of the lower blocks. Eventually Bob won --Frank said the Commodore had an unfair advantage because he was a lot closer to the ground than him!
During the evening we were served with a very generous ploughman’s supper, which profited the club £25. A good, fun evening.

Saturday 19th March: Skittles Night at Byfleet Boat Club –
 Only a few Mariners went along and I understand that they enjoyed the evening but sadly we failed to win the trophy, which Byfleet regained. Never mind-next year….watch this space!!
Saturday 26th/ Sunday 27th March: Working Party
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Boy, did we work hard!! 28 members turned out on the Saturday and rather less (18) on the Sunday (well, British Summertime did mean that everyone lost an hour’s sleep!) and we accomplished a great deal. I had my head down in the galley so I didn’t get to see all that was 
going on but I notice that we now have a very smart blue front gate and fence, the gutters have been cleared,  the undercroft is remarkably tidy, sectioned into specific areas with shelving etc in place, the riverside balcony, stairs and support rail to the landing stage have all been rubbed down,  primed and partly painted, the ferry has been made ready for the season, our bar, galley 
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and loos are all gleaming, curtains now hide the boxes etc in the high-up storage area in the club-room and the club-room itself has been given a smart face-lift with the introduction of a 
striking Moroccan Red colour theme. I am sure to have left something out so I’ll apologise in advance if I’ve missed anything or anyone—sorry!
The Commodore and Committee would like to thank everyone who came along and worked so hard over the weekend. If you weren’t there this time don’t worry, you haven’t missed all the 
fun —another working weekend is planned for 15th and 16th October so make a note of the date and come along and do your bit then! 
Saturday 9th April: Casino Night  
Oh dear, such a disappointment that only 19 people (16 members and 3 guests) turned up to take part in this social evening. There was a bottle of champagne up for grabs for the “gambler” who ended up with the most tickets/gambling chips and congratulations go to Ann Fowler who scooped the prize. I lost my stake money fairly quickly on the roulette wheel and horse racing but I enjoyed the evening, especially the delicious canapés and posh food provided by Doreen. Smoked salmon, prawns on crackers, fancy sandwiches, crab parcels-lovely. Those of us there made short work of it but what a shame there were so few of us to tuck in.
Forthcoming Events

Saturday 16th April: Retirement Party 

I think most of you have already been contacted by either Mike Fowler or Bob Boreham but this is just a reminder that the guys are having a joint retirement party this coming Saturday. Come along and wish them well. (They don’t look that old, do they?)
Friday 22nd April-Monday 25th April: Easter Cruise up River:

This cruise is being organised by Jim Kelly so please add your name to the list on the club notice board or give him a call on  0208 399 4839.
Friday 13th May-Down River cruise to Limehouse:-

Any member hoping to go on this cruise should already have contacted Charles to let him know. Happy boating!

Whitsun Up-River Cruise Friday 27th May-Sunday 5th June:-

Please let Rear Commodore Jim Kelly (0208 399 4839) know if you are going to join this 7 day up river cruise, which starts the Whitsun Bank Holiday weekend. The plan is to meet up at Windsor, then hold a skippers meeting to decide the itinerary. 

East Coast Cruise June 23rd—17th July: 
There was a skippers meeting on 1st April but if you were on the list to go on the cruise but were unable to attend that meeting, please would you call Charles (01784 467006) to let him know if you are definitely intending to go. Thanks. 
Saturday 11th June: Summer Ball:

Del Boy and Barbara are organising this popular event, price £10 per person, with a two course meal and Paul Knight  providing the disco. Dress code is smart casual. Phone Del (0208 399 2802) to let him know if you are coming along or add your name to the list in the clubhouse. It is sure 
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to be a balmy June evening, you can relax on the balcony, sipping cocktails, just watching the world go by—fantastic. Make mine a double!
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Saturday 9th July: BBQ at Small Boat Club: 

Please add this date to your programme. It is always a good evening and the members of SBC are so hospitable and make us very welcome. This is usually a “themed” fancy dress event, so more details to follow.
Members
Thank goodness, mainly good news from you all this month, no need for my nurse’s uniform!!
Jim Kelly: 
At long last Jim is very much better. Hope you keep on improving, Jim
Vic Lundberg: 
Good news re Vic, as well. His scan showed no problems and the hospital don’t need to see him for 3 months, with 3 monthly check-ups for the next 3 years! 
Margaret Bond: 
Great! When I spoke to her the other day, Margaret now feels that she is making progress and she and Arthur are gradually getting back into the swing of things. She was in the kitchen, doing some cooking when I called---a sure sign that she is much improved!

John McPhee and Wendy Hurrell:
And even more good news! John and Wendy are getting married on Friday 10th June, which is the 23rd year of the anniversary of their meeting! They are having their wedding breakfast and reception in the clubhouse, before jetting off to Lake Garda, Italy for their honeymoon. Congratulations, you two and I’m sure that we all wish you the very best of luck.
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Teresa Doig:
Not such good news about Teresa, though. She fell over in her kitchen at home and has fractured her wrist. Wishing you well, Teresa—I should let Russell do the cooking from now on!

Heather Gaylard: 
Thanks from Heather to everyone who has been wishing her well. She is now home from hospital and making good progress and it looks as though she is going to be fine, although she 
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is still in a lot of pain but from her leg/hip, not the op. All of us are thinking of you, Heather and wishing you a speedy return to good health. 
Terry Carthew: 
As many of you will know, Terry goes into hospital later this month for some electric shock treatment which we hope will stimulate his heart back into a normal rhythm. Fingers crossed, Terry.
[image: image8.wmf]
Thanks to Les and Sally for the colourful primulas (or are they polyanthus? I can never tell them apart) now brightening up the club garden and entrance area, don’t they look cheerful! Also, the riverside is awash with daffodils, really spring-like.
From the Committee:

Sorry to be a nag (Terry says no change there, then!) but your subscriptions for 2011/2012 were due on the 1st April and if you have not yet paid, please send your cheque to Sheila Aston asap or phone her on 01932 241284. Mucho gracias, amigos.
VERY IMPORTANT: The club will be closed on Friday 22nd April (Good Friday) and Friday 29th April (Public Holiday--Royal Wedding) Reopens on Friday 6th May.
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While on the subject of the bar, we have had no enquiries from anyone offering to take on the role of bar chairman when Frank steps down at the end of November. Please think seriously about this and contact Frank (01932 789110) if you are interested. Ditto if you think you may like to serve on next years Committee. I know it seems ages away at the moment but time flies by so quickly and the AGM in November will creep up before you know it.

 We also need volunteers to serve behind the bar for the Friday evening sessions, thus giving Frank, Bob and Brian a well-deserved night off. So much of our income comes from the bar profits and it is vital that we keep these sessions alive. At the moment it is only the bar committee and maybe 3 or 4 other members who seem to be prepared to turn up and serve their fellow members. The bar committee will still deal with the ordering and stocking of the bar but it is not fair to keep expecting the same few members to undertake the Friday evening bar duties. Come along, Mariners-where is your sense of fair play? Surely you are prepared to help out for a few hours on a Friday evening. The club belongs to us all and it is up to us to make sure that these responsibilities are shared amongst us.  Please give Frank a call to let him know that you are prepared to help.   
If you have anything you believe will be useful to the club, please would you check with a flag officer or committee member before bringing it along. Also, if you do bring anything to the 
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club, please would you be sure to take away the container, bag, box etc that you used to transport it as we now have a surplus of boxes etc in the under croft, gathering dust.  

Now, that’s what I call nagging, but don’t shoot the messenger!!

Classified
For Sale:
HONDA 2 HP Outboard. Air cooled 4 stroke, centrifugal clutch.  It comes with a workshop manual and a tool kit.

Price £200. Contact Vic Lundberg on 01372 462050. Vic has had the engine since new and it has only had about 3 hours use.

Colin Appleton from Chertsey Cruising Club has asked me to mention that his Broom European is up for sale: “Breezer”, which is the ex- Weybridge Mariners Club boat “Dursley”. If you are interested, please let me know and I will let you have his contact details. 
That’s all for this time, folks. Maggie will be in charge for May’s newsletter, please contact her at: - thepondhouse@talktalk.net or 01784 454522 if you have anything to include or that you wish to sell.
Hope this glorious weather continues and you all enjoy the Easter break (yum, yum--chocolate eggs and hot cross buns—bring ‘em on!)
Jenny
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